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Jigsaw Activity 

Jigsaw activity:  This activity is a great way to cover a lot of information in one class period, and would work perfectly with the breadth of the oral histories included on the website.  We have heard teacher concerns that there isn’t enough time to cover the immigrant story of all five groups, so they would probably resort to looking at one ethnic group in one class period.  This jigsaw activity would be a way to encourage teachers to use stories from all of the ethnic groups that were part of the MHS immigrant oral history projects.

Procedure:

A. Class is divided into six groups of five. 

B. Each group of five students reads an assigned segment of the oral history interviews.  For example, one group reads all the Hmong excerpts, one reads the Indian excerpts, one reads the Khmer, one reads the Somali, and one reads the Tibetan.  They are charged with becoming an “expert” on that cultural group—writing down detailed notes about what they learn about the immigrant experiences of this group.  

C. Next, all of the groups are scrambled, and the teacher forms five groups of six—with each group having one representative from the earlier work groups: Hmong, Indian, Khmer, Somali, Tibetan.  Each of the “experts” has to report to the other team members what they read about their assigned ethnic group.  The other five group members must take notes on a chart. 

D. By the end of the class period each student has a chart with notes on all five ethnic groups, and has read extensively about one particular group.

Jigsaw Activity 

Name___________________________________________ Class Period _________
Directions: Read as many stories as you can for your assigned topic area (Education, The Journey, Assimilation, Contributions, etc..)  Your job is to become an “expert” for that topic!  Write down as many details as you can from the stories because you will be teaching this section to another student!  

	Becoming Americans

	Assimilation


	Opportunities in America
	Problems in America

	We Are Here

	Cultural Preservation


	Contributions


Jigsaw Activity 

Name___________________________________________ Class Period _________
Directions: Read as many stories as you can for your assigned topic area (Education, The Journey, Assimilation, Contributions, etc..)  Your job is to become an “expert” for that topic!  Write down as many details as you can from the stories because you will be teaching this section to another student!  

	Life in the Old Country

	Education


	Class & Work
	Politics & Government

	Coming to America

	Push-Pull Factors


	The Journey
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